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Celebrating Unity, Heritage, and the Promise of Tomorrow
39th Annual FOBANA Convention | August 29-31 | Gas South Arena, Gwinnett County, Georgia

As the 39th annual convention of the Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in North America
(FOBANA) begins, we gather with joy, pride, and purpose to celebrate the strength and spirit of
our community. Held at the Gas South Arena in Georgia, this gathering is not only a reunion of
families and friends but a vibrant expression of cultural pride, shared values, and a vision for the
future.

Since 1987, FOBANA has been more than an event — it has served as a vital platform to amplify
Bangladeshi voices across North America. With each passing year, the convention continues to
grow in size and significance, bringing together professionals, creatives, community leaders, and
youth to reflect on identity, tradition, and change.

This year’s theme — The Expat Younger Generation, Bangladesh, and Globalization — focuses
on a generation coming of age in a globalized world. Young Bangladeshis raised in the U.S. and
Canada are shaping a new narrative. Their creativity, innovation, and civic engagement are
redefining what it means to belong — to both heritage and homeland. The convention highlights
their stories, talents, and insights through forums, performances, and youth-led initiatives.

Equally important is our shared connection to Bangladesh, a nation increasingly influential on the
global stage. From its booming garment and tech sectors to its leadership in climate resilience,
Bangladesh is a vital part of the global conversation. For those living abroad, this growing
prominence strengthens the bond we share with our ancestral land — and invites us to engage more
deeply through investment, advocacy, and cultural diplomacy.

This year's sessions explore how the diaspora can contribute meaningfully to Bangladesh’s future
— whether through remittances, professional expertise, or transnational initiatives that uplift
education, entrepreneurship, and public health. As globalization reshapes identities and alliances,
FOBANA encourages dialogue on how we can bridge local experiences with global goals.

A special tribute goes to those who made this event possible. The Governing Board, the Atlanta
Convening Committee, and countless volunteers deserve our deepest thanks for their vision,
organization, and dedication. Your efforts ensure that this convention remains a welcoming and
inspiring space for all.

We are also proud to present this year’s Souvenir Magazine — a celebration of thought, artistry,
and voice. With contributions from writers, poets, and scholars across the diaspora, this publication
is a literary reflection of who we are and where we’re headed.

FOBANA continues to be a living symbol of unity in diversity — a space where generations meet,
where tradition and innovation coexist, and where our shared identity finds new meaning each
year. As we reflect on nearly four decades of connection and collaboration, may this gathering
serve as a reminder of our potential — and an invitation to dream boldly, act generously, and build
together.
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39th FOBANA Convention 2025
Welcome to Georgia!

It is both an honor and a pleasure to welcome you to the 39th Annual .
Convention of the Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in North America
(FOBANA), proudly hosted by BANGLADHARA of Atlanta at the
esteemed Gas South Convention Center and The Westin Gwinnett.

As the Convener of this year’s convention and President of BANGLADHARA, it has been a great
privilege to lead this effort alongside an incredible host committee. We are deeply grateful for the
spirit of collaboration that made this event possible, and especially thankful to our families for their
unwavering support and sacrifices throughout this journey.

Now in its 39th consecutive year, FOBANA stands as the world’s largest organization for
Non-Resident Bangladeshis (NRBs), and a powerful global brand. What began as a vision to unite our
community has grown into a cultural movement that connects generations and preserves the essence
of our heritage across borders.

Our mission remains rooted in upholding our cultural identity in a foreign land. Through
community-building and cultural exchange, we aim to preserve and celebrate our language, values,
and traditions. By strengthening networks among Bangladeshi communities in North America, we
ensure that our children and future generations remain connected to their roots and proud of their
identity.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to our sponsors, donors, esteemed guests, host committee members,
community leaders, subcommittee leaders and members, volunteers, and vendors. Your commitment,
generosity, and hard work have been the backbone of this convention’s success.

We hope that the events, cultural showcases, and overall atmosphere will captivate your interest and
create lasting memories. On behalf of the entire organizing team, I wish you a joyful, meaningful, and
unforgettable experience during your time in the Greater Atlanta area.

May Allah bless us all.

Warm regards,

Nahidul Khan

Convener

39th Fobana Convention 2025
President, BANGLADHARA
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Message from the Member Secretary

39th FOBANA Convention 2025
Dear Leaders, Community Members, and Honored Guests,

It is with immense pride and heartfelt joy that I welcome you all to the 39th FOBANA
Convention 2025. As the Member Secretary, I am honored to be part of this historic
celebration of unity, heritage, and progress. This convention is more than just an
annual gathering—it is a symbol of who we are and what we can achieve when we
unite as one diaspora.

FOBANA (Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in North America) was founded in 1987 with the noble
vision of bringing together Bangladeshi organizations across North America under a common platform. For
nearly four decades, FOBANA has served as a bridge among communities, generations, and cultures. It has
empowered the younger generation to embrace their roots while unlocking their potential and dreaming boldly.

As we step into 2025, our mission remains clear: to strengthen bonds among Non-Resident Bangladeshis
(NRBs), celebrate our vibrant culture, and elevate the voices of Bangladeshis making meaningful contributions
across the globe. We envision a community that uplifts one another, supports educational and cultural initia-
tives, and deepens its connection to our beloved motherland.

Of course, this journey is not without challenges—maintaining organizational unity and engaging our youth in
a dynamic, evolving socio-cultural landscape are ongoing efforts. Yet, it is in confronting these challenges that
FOBANA draws its greatest strength. Every obstacle we overcome stands as a testament to our resilience,
creativity, and unwavering resolve.

There is much to be proud of. From showcasing Bangladeshi art, music, and literature on global platforms to
fostering leadership, innovation, and philanthropy, FOBANA continues to shine as a beacon of excellence and
inspiration. Each year, we honor not only our cultural legacy, but also the remarkable achievements of our com-
munity members who carry the Bangladeshi spirit wherever they go.

As we gather this year, we proudly celebrate an extraordinary journey of 39 years—a journey built on vision,
dedication, and the power of community. To those who have supported FOBANA from the beginning, your
tireless efforts laid the foundation upon which we stand today. Your legacy is remembered and honored with
deep respect and gratitude.

This year’s convention has been a tremendous endeavor, made possible only through the collaboration of many
passionate individuals. I extend my sincere thanks to the committee leaders, advisors, team members, and
volunteers. Each of you has played a vital role in turning this vision into reality. Your dedication and hard work
are the heart of this convention.

To our generous sponsors and supporters, thank you for standing with us. Your continued belief in our mission
enables FOBANA to grow and thrive year after year. And to all our distinguished guests and attendees—wheth-
er you're traveling from near or far, whether this is your first convention or your thirty-ninth—on behalf of the
host committee, I extend my deepest appreciation. Your presence and energy breathe life into this event.

Let us come together to learn, connect, and celebrate our roots—while looking ahead with hope and purpose.
Let us keep the spirit of FOBANA alive for generations to come.

This year’s theme is “Focus on the Expat Generation, Bangladesh in Globalization.” In Bangla: &1 &&C<
TCITNCE, R e |

With warmest regards,

Mahbubur Rahman Bhuiyan
Member Secretary
39th FOBANA Convention 2025




Message from the FOBANA Chairman

It is with great joy and heartfelt gratitude that I welcome you all to the 39th
Annual FOBANA Convention in Atlanta, GA. This remarkable gathering stands
as a testament to the unity, resilience, and cultural pride that define our North
American Bangladeshi diaspora.

As Chairman of FOBANA, I'm proud to share that recent collaborative efforts by
the Atlanta host committee, FOBANA member organizations, and standing
committees have significantly expanded our reach across both grassroots and mainstream platforms in the
United States and Bangladesh. Through strategic partnerships with donors, community leaders,
institutions, and government bodies, we have strengthened our presence and amplified our impact. We
have also successfully extended our footprint to several new cities and communities across the U.S.,
fostering broader engagement and building deeper, more meaningful connections nationwide.

As part of our growing philanthropic commitment, we are in the process of signing a new Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Comilla University in Bangladesh to provide scholarships to deserving
students. This initiative complements our ongoing scholarship programs with Dhaka University and
Jagannath University, reflecting our continued investment in education and community upliftment.

Our presence on social media platforms has amplified our voice and impact, enabling us to engage with a
wider audience and promote our cultural heritage with pride. This digital footprint continues to grow,
reflecting our dynamic presence in today's interconnected world.

We remain deeply committed to youth leadership, grooming the next generation through increased
participation, mentorship, and visibility in FOBANA events and forums. Women’s empowerment
continues to be a priority as we provide inclusive platforms and celebrate the many contributions of women
within our community.

Above all, our journey this year has been guided by one clear vision: to build bridges not only within our
community, but also between cultures, generations, and nations.

As you immerse yourself in the convention, experience enjoying the cultural programs, engaging in
seminars, exploring the book fair, connecting through networking opportunities, and visiting booths that
celebrate our rich culture and heritage, I hope you feel the same pride and excitement that I do for
FOBANA'’s vibrant present and its inspiring future.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to ‘Bangladhara’, the host committee of the 39th FOBANA
Convention, for their tireless dedication and hard work in making this convention a success.

My sincere appreciation also goes to the FOBANA Executive Committee and General Members for their
continued support and contributions throughout the year. This collective effort is what keeps the spirit of
FOBANA alive and growing.

Sincerely,

Masud Rob Chowdhury (CA)
Chairman
FOBANA 2024-2025




Message from the Executive Secretary

Welcome to the 39th FOBANA Convention at the Gas South Convention
Center in Atlanta, Georgia.

Thirty-eight years ago, the journey of FOBANA began with a vision: to create
a platform where Bangladeshi social and cultural organizations across North
America could connect, collaborate, and come together once a year in a grand
celebration. What started modestly in Washington, D.C., with just a handful of
organizations from the East Coast has now grown to encompass Bangladeshi
communities all across North America.

This year’s 39th FOBANA Convention proudly welcomes thousands of delegates from approximate-
ly 67 organizations representing 24 cities across North America.

There was a time when FOBANA's activities were limited mainly to organizing the annual conven-
tion. However, particularly over the past two decades, FOBANA has evolved into a strong,
well-structured federation. The Central Committee now actively continues organizational initiatives
throughout the year, keeping the vast Bangladeshi diaspora across North America connected under
one umbrella.

While the host organization takes the lead in organizing the annual convention, the Central Commit-
tee maintains close collaboration with them year-round to ensure a successful event. In addition to the
31-member Executive Committee, FOBANA has 20 Standing Committees that remain engaged in
various initiatives throughout the year.

FOBANA'’s organizational efforts now benefit greatly from the vibrant involvement of the younger
generation. Every year, when the convention is held in different cities, we see an impressive participa-
tion of young leaders working alongside the host committee. This engagement builds a cultural bridge
between generations, strengthening our community’s continuity.

For over a decade, FOBANA has been awarding scholarships to meritorious students from each host
city. In addition, it has been providing scholarships to underprivileged but talented students at two
universities in Bangladesh. Every convention also features a Business Networking Event, which
brings together members of the global Bangladeshi business community. This initiative has become
a remarkable platform for sharing experiences, fostering connections, and uniting business leaders
worldwide.

Over the course of the three-day convention, alongside cultural performances, various seminars are
held that provide valuable guidance—helping to advance progress in Bangladesh and contribute to
the growth and prosperity of the Bangladeshi community in North America.

This year, Bangladhara, the host organization, has worked tirelessly for the past two years to organize
this convention. On behalf of the Executive Committee, I extend my sincere thanks to all its members
and everyone involved in making this event a success.

We look forward to your active participation and hope you enjoy every moment of this 39th
FOBANA Convention.

Abir Alamgir
Executive Secretary
FOBANA 2024-2025
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Message from the Host President

It is my utmost honor to serve as President of the Host Committee for the 39th
Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in North America (FOBANA) Conven-
tion, held from August 29-31, 2025, at the Gas South Convention Center in
Duluth, Georgia.

Founded in 1987, FOBANA began as a modest gathering in a ballroom in

Washington, DC. Today, it has grown into North America’s largest annual socio-cultural convention,
hosted at an over 95,000-square-foot convention center. It attracts thousands of participants and
showcases the rich heritage of Bangladesh.

This year’s event carries a particularly significant theme: “Focus on Expat Generation Bangladesh in
Globalization.” More than a three-day celebration, it embodies our commitment to preserving and
passing on Bangladesh’s culture, language, and heritage to the next generation. Through scholarships,
philanthropic efforts, and investment in educational institutions such as Dhaka University and Jagan-
nath University, FOBANA continues to empower Bangladeshi youth both in North America and Ban-
gladesh.

As we reflect upon FOBANA’s transformation, from a single ballroom in 1987 to a major internation-
al convention venue. It also allows us to celebrate our evolution into a dynamic platform for cultural
diplomacy, community service, and economic engagement.

I extend my sincere gratitude to all who have contributed to this year’s success:

* Distinguished guests and sponsors whose support is invaluable

* Volunteers and committee members who worked tirelessly behind the scenes

* Youth participants and cultural performers who brought vibrancy and pride to our program

* Exhibitors, speakers, and attendees whose presence enriched our seminars, business forums, and
cultural showcases

It is your collective dedication that ensures FOBANA remains a vibrant forum for connecting com-
munities, sharing knowledge, and promoting Bangladesh’s legacy on a continental scale.

On behalf of the Host Committee, I wish you all a rewarding, enriching, and memorable convention.
May we continue to uphold our mission and carry forward the legacy of Bangladesh with integrity,
pride, and unity.

Thank you, and welcome to FOBANA 2025.

Duke Khan
Host President
39th Fobana Convention 2025




Message from the Chief Coordinator Message

It is my great honor to welcome you to the 39th FOBANA Convention in
Atlanta, Georgia- a landmark event in the history of FOBANA. As the
largest platform of the Bangladeshi diaspora in North America, we not
only celebrate our rich history and cultural heritage but also strives to

pass on this legacy to the next generation. This is more than just a

This year’s convention marks a new milestone- a new chapter filled with unity, pride, and

gathering, it marks the enriching journey of our diaspora community for

a brighter future.

purpose, bringing a unique dimension and opening new paths for FOBANA to stride forward
together with a renewed vision and goals to achieve. Let’s walk this journey together, enrich
our community, and empower our youth to carry our dreams into the future. Wishing the very
best for the convention — let’s celebrate, unite, and build a stronger tomorrow. Let’s

empower the our next generation to lead with vision, let’s make history together!

M. Dilu Mowla
Chief Coordinator
39th FOBANA Convention 2025




Message from the Senior Co-convenor

Together we rise as one community. It is a great honor to welcome you to
the 39th FOBANA conversation in Atlanta, GA, hosted by Bangla Dhara.

FOBANA is a celebration of our journey; honoring our roots while
embracing the world. This year Again we've come together, not just in
celebration, but in support. That is the magic of our Bangladeshi identity —

we carry it proudly, no matter how far from home we may be.

Atlanta, a city known for its strength, diversity, and soulful spirit, welcomes you with open
arms. And with all of you here, our city’s spirit shines even brighter. Thank you for bringing
your culture, your joy, and your presence to our home.

Let this weekend be a reminder; we are one people, one heart one voice. And our voice is
powerful. Let’s use it to tell stories that matter. Let’s inspire our youth, protect our heritage,
and give back to the land that shaped us.

Again, Best wishes to the incredible team behind Atlanta FOBANA. Your hard work,
dedication, and vision are bound to make this event a remarkable success. Wishing all
organizers, performers, and supporters the very best.

FOBANA will undoubtedly bring our community closer and proudly showcase the richness
of Bangladeshi culture.

I welcome you all to Atlanta, GA.

Best Wishes

Kazi M Nahid
Senior Co-convenor

39th FOBANA Convention 2025




OFFICE OF LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

240 STATE CAPITOL
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334

Burt JONES
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

July 30, 2025

Mr. Nahiidul Khan

Convener

Federation of Bangladeshi Associations of North America
6090 Dawson Blvd, Suite H

Norcross, GA 30093

Dear Mr. Nahiidul Khan,

| am pleased to offer my support and recognition for the 39" Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in
North America (“FOBANA”) Convention in Atlanta, Georgia. We are excited to have the convention back
in Atlanta!

This convention is essential to the growing partnership between the United States and Bangladesh. The
hard work and ingenuity of Bangladeshi Americans continue to positively impact Georgia, the southeast
and nation in a variety of businesses, expertise and trades. Your leadership is critical in improving social
and economic lives of Bangladeshi Americans, along with their families back at home.

| applaud all that you do and hope you have a wonderful convention in our great state. Enjoy and | look
forward to seeing you all!

Sincerely,

/;}I?:‘W‘

J

Burt Jones
President of the Senate
Lt. Governor of Georgia
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CALIFORNIA, 32ND DISTRICT

August 29", 2025

Dear Friends:

1 am privileged to offer my congratulations to the Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in
North America (FOBANA) on the occasion of the 39" Annual FOBANA Convention in Atlanta,
Georgia. The FOBANA Convention is a key opportunity to celebrate both the heritage and
tradition of the Bangladeshi community, as well as the strong bond that exists between our two
nations, and the commonalities we have as two of the strongest democracies in the world.

[ commend FOBANA leadership for their deep sense of commitment to the Bangladeshi
community and for the positive impact their work has had in our community. And 1 want to
express my personal gratitude for electing to host next year's 40" Annual FOBANA Convention
here in Los Angeles.

Thank you as well to the myriad of FOBANA members, donors and supporters, whose support is
solely responsible for making this event a success.

| wish you all a memorable celebration and success in all of your future endeavors.

Sincerely.

BRAD SHERMAN
Member of Congress

2365 Raysurn House OrFrFice BuiLome, WasHingTon, DC 20515 » TeLernone: (202) 225-3911
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Message from the Chargé d’Affaires

It gives me immense pleasure to note that the Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in North
America (FOBANA) is convening its 39th Annual Convention in Atlanta, USA, from August
29 to 31, 2025.

On this happy occasion, I extend my heartfelt congratulations to the Bangladeshi diaspora across
North America. My most sincere appreciation goes to the organizers of FOBANA for their
continued commitment to bringing together the Bangladeshi community under one platform to
celebrate and promote our rich cultural heritage.

Since its inception in 1987, FOBANA has been serving as a vital conduit for unity among
Bangladeshi organizations across the United States and Canada. Through its annual conventions
and philanthropic activities—including scholarship programs and the distribution of relief
goods—FOBANA has contributed meaningfully to strengthening our cultural identity abroad,
promoting fraternity within the community and consolidating ties with Bangladesh.

I commend the efforts of the Atlanta Host Committee, that worked tirelessly and meticulously
to deliver a successful three-day program. The inclusion of seminars and cultural presentations
reflects a sincere effort to foster a sense of belongingness and pride in our heritage, while also
building bridges across diverse communities and generations.

I am confident that FOBANA will continue to serve as a powerful platform to elevate
Bangladeshi culture on the global stage and further encourage the diaspora’s engagement in the

journey of building a prosperous and developed Bangladesh.

I wish the upcoming FOBANA convention every success in its deliberations.

DM Salahuddin Mahmud




Message from Gwinnett County
District Attorney Patsy Austin Gaston

It is an honor to greet you as your District Attorney in the
Gwinnett Judicial Circuit. Our office continues our

commitment to justice, public safety, and the well-being of
this community, and we remain steadfast in our mission to
serve with integrity, dedication, and fairness.

| also extend a warm welcome to all attending the 2025 FOBANA Convention. |
proudly support the Federation of Bangladeshi Associations of North America,
and | stand in support of its mission to unite communities, celebrate rich cultural
heritage, and foster understanding.

Congratulations on your 39th Convention. May this year’s gathering be filled with
meaningful connections, inspiring dialogue, and the joy of shared
accomplishments. The future is bright, and | look forward to our continued
collaboration in building a stronger, safer, and more vibrant community.

Sincerely,

Patsy Austin-Gatson
District Attorney, Gwinnett County




Meet Our Title Sponsor

ABOUT

MOHAMMED
HASAN TARER

Atlanta Fire's owner and CEO, Mohammed Tarek
came to the US. from Bangladesh during high

schoel and went on to graduate from Georgia
State University. With a strong background in
business and a deep commitment to his local
community, Hasan has been a trailblazer in the
growth of cricket in the Atlanta-metre area.

As former President of the Bangladesh Sports
Federation of Geergia, he played a pivotal rele in

expanding the sport's reach throughout Geergia
and beyond - inspiring the next generation of
players and cricket leaders.

Fueled by his passion for cricket and a beld vision
for its future in the United States, Hasan set out to
build a professional club rooted in excellence,
integrity, and cpportunity. Backed by a dedicated
management team, that vision came teo reality and
the Atlanta Fire Cricket Franchise was born.

n addition, Tarek is part owner of BPL team,
Rangpur Riders and US Masters TIO League team,
Atlanta Riders. He's alse the owner and operater
of the largest annual cricket competition in the
Southeast, Atlanta Open T20 Tournament - a 6.
day action-packed event that has gained world-

wide attention, viewership, & acclaim.

Atlanta Fire Cricket & The Atlanta Open
Tournament  have been a  symbol of

SCAN TO
CONNECT OR

LEARN MORE!

professionalism, spertsmanship, and progress -
continuously elevating the standard of ericket in
the USA.




Message from the

Managing Director PROPERTIES

It is with great pride that we at ACE Properties extend our
warmest greetings to the entire FOBANA community. As the proud
title sponsor, we are honored to support an event that beautifully
celebrates the vibrant spirit and cultural heritage of Bangladesh in
North America.

FOBANA is more than a convention - it is a celebration of identity and
unity, a bridge between generations, preserving our traditions while
embracing the future. It reflects the resilience and pride of the
global Bangladeshi community.

At ACE Properties, we share this spirit. Beyond building structures, we
are committed to creating lasting homes and nurturing communities
with care, integrity, and vision—values that resonate deeply with the
FOBANA family.On behalf of our entire team, | wish this year’s
convention great success. May it inspire connection, celebration, and
lasting memories.

Ishtiaque Sadeque

Managing Director
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Wishing the FOBANA
Convention a huge success!
Our best wishes for

Mozharul Hoque

Best wishses for 39th Fobana Convention in Atlanta, Georgia

Assalamu Alaikum and warm greetings to all,

It is with great pride and heartfelt joy that I extend my best wishes
to the FOBANA Convention and our vibrant Bangladeshi
community across North America.

As the first Executive Secretary and the first female Convenor of
FOBANA, I have had the honor of being involved with this
remarkable organization since almost its inception. It fills me with
immense pride to witness how far we have come—united in our
culture, heritage, and shared dreams. '

May our community continue to grow stronger in unity, uplift one
another with compassion, and thrive with dignity and prosperity in
this land we now call home.

Wishing FOBANA continued success and our community a bright and harmonious future,
In sha’a Allah.

With best regards,

Nargis Ahmed
Advisor
Former Executive Secretary & Convenor, FOBANA
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My Dream World

Waftaa Aysha Sadat

Hello, my name is Wafaa, and I am nine years old. I was
born in Kissimmee, Florida, and I attend Ibn Seena
Academy. I have many friends, and I love to read, write,
create art, and play.

My dream world is full of peace, calm, and
kindness—with no war. I do not like it when people
fight. I dream of a peaceful world where everyone lives // \‘1 W
in harmony. I never want to see nuclear bombs or war. ) 1{\ \ j‘
War has caused many people and children to die. It has

left children homeless, without clothes, food, or shelter. I wish all children to have an
education and a happy home. I dream of a peaceful, safe, joyful world without harm or
violence.

We are fortunate to live in America, where we have food, shelter, clothing, libraries,
and a good education. Many countries, especially in Africa, do not have access to these
resources. We should feel grateful for everything we have.

I am part of the Alpha Generation—I was born in 2015. Our generation is growing up
surrounded by technology. However, I have noticed that many children are forgetting
how to read, write, and stay physically active. I see children addicted to computers,
iPhones, iPads, TikTok, Instagram, and short videos. That is not healthy for our brains,
bodies, or mental well-being. I also use electronic devices, but I try to limit myself.
Instead, I go to the mosque, attend school, swim at the pool, and ride my bike.

I have two Bangladeshi friends, and we ride bikes together. I invite them to my house,
and we play all day. I attend masjid classes four days a week—Monday through
Thursday. Every Friday, I volunteer by collecting and counting donations at the
mosque. | do not get paid, but [ have been doing this for several years.

I am also learning the Bangladeshi alphabet and numbers. My family encourages me to
speak Bangla at home. I suggest that instead of spending too much time on devices,
children should engage in more physical activities—and learn Bangla! It is the sweetest
language in the entire world. Also, all children should respect their parents and elders.

Wafaa Aysha Sadat: Attends Ibne Sina Academy and lives with her parents in Kissimmee, Florida.
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Connection to Culture
Faheem Chowdhury

As I wandered through the vibrant halls of FOBANA, the familiar
sounds of traditional Bengali music and the warm aroma of
beloved spices enveloped me. In that moment, I was transported,
nostalgia rushing in like an old friend. It felt like stepping into a
world I had always known yet somehow drifted from in pursuit of
a broader, seemingly universal identity. For me, a 16-year-old Ban-
gali-American, this experience was far more meaningful than any
weekend visit to the Global Mall. It was not just a cultural exhibi-
tion; it was a powerful reconnection with my heritage.

FOBANA—The Federation of Bangladeshi Associations in North
America—offers more than just a platform for cultural celebration. It acts as a bridge
between generations, between continents, and between past and present. At its best, it
fosters a genuine connection between one’s inherited identity and the modern realities of
diasporic life. Can such events truly bridge the gap between cultural heritage and contem-
porary identity? Arguably, yes.

Each year, FOBANA becomes a living expression of Bangali-American cultural identity.
Within this communal space, attendees do not just witness culture, they perform it. They
gather to express solidarity, to declare their heritage, and to celebrate it with dance, music,
fashion, and food. The convention space becomes a stage for identity, filled with signs and
symbols that communicate belonging. In this way, FOBANA is not only nostalgic but also
forward-thinking—rooted in tradition yet shaped by the realities of transnational life.

The convention reveals itself as a dynamic meeting point for what scholar Zillur Rahman
Khan (1993) described as the tension between the “malignant and delicious” aspects of
transnational identity politics. The FOBANA experience highlights both the comforts of
belonging and the complexities of preserving culture across borders. It is a tour de force of
innovation and memory, creating a powerful sense of collective participation in a shared
story.

The annual convention also functions as what Appadurai (1986) calls a “cultural pathway
of globalization.” It is not simply a reproduction of past practices—it is a reinterpretation.
Cultural moments from Bangladesh are not duplicated in the American context; they are
adapted, reshaped, and made relevant for second-generation Bangali-Americans. This is
what some scholars refer to as “postmodern traditionalism” (Said, 1993)—a process where
traditions are preserved not through strict replication, but through flexible reinvention.

These gatherings offer more than entertainment; they create a liminal space where genera-
tions meet, identities are negotiated, and cultural values are transmitted. Here, the second
generation does not passively inherit the culture of their parents; they actively reimagine it

()




for their lives in America. In doing so, they ensure that Bengali identity is not frozen in time
but remains vibrant and evolving.

The intersection of diasporic identity and cultural heritage is complex, made even more so
by the transnational forces that shape communities like ours. But events like FOBANA give
form to that complexity. They show that cultural reproduction is not about preserving the
past unchanged; it is about forging meaningful connections between the past, the present,
and the future.

My experience at FOBANA has left an indelible mark on how I understand culture and
identity. It was more than a celebration—it was a transformative event. Through it, I gained
not only a deeper appreciation for my heritage but also a clearer sense of where I stand
within the Bangali-American story.

FOBANA is a cultural mirror and a platform. It reflects the values, hopes, and histories of
a community, while also projecting them forward. It invites us not only to observe our
culture but to shape it—to be active participants in its evolution. And in doing so, it reminds
us that we are not alone in navigating the spaces between tradition and modernity, between
origin and destination.

Faheem Chowdhury: 11th grader at Mill Creek High School in Hoschton, Georgia.
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Generation Rise

Sawda Hossain

Today’s generation of students is growing up in a world that is

more connected, fast-paced, and complex than ever before. Unlike £
previous generations, we have been raised alongside the Internet,
smartphones, and social media. These digital tools have profoundly
shaped the way we learn, communicate, and view the world around us.

As digital natives, we adapt quickly to new technologies and feel at ease using online
platforms for both schoolwork and social life. Many of us study in hybrid or fully
online environments, building strong digital skills and flexible ways of thinking.
Learning no longer happens only in classrooms, it is everywhere, anytime, powered by
the endless resources of the Internet.

But what truly sets our generation apart is our deep awareness of global issues. Climate
change, mental health, social justice, and equality are not just topics in textbooks, they
are causes we care about. We are not afraid to speak out, to organize, and to rise for
what we believe in. Whether through social media campaigns or real-world activism,
we are taking the lead in demanding change.

Naturally, growing up in a fast-paced digital world presents its own set of challenges
Many of us, me included, feel the pressure of school, worry about the future, and
struggle with mental health in a world that never seems to slow down. But even in the
face of these difficulties, we continue to show resilience, creativity, and a powerful
sense of community. We lift each other up, share ideas, and find strength in unity.

In classrooms, on campuses, in
protests, and across social media,
today’s students aren’t just preparing
for the future—we’re shaping it.
With bold ideas, global awareness,
and the courage to challenge the
status quo, our generation refuses to
settle for anything less than real,
lasting change. We are more than
students. We are change-makers,
dreamers, and leaders of a new era. ABIR ALAMGIR

Executive Secretary

GRAND SUCCESS OF
THE 39TH FOBANA
COMVENTION

WISHING F% THE

{347) T24-9508
Sawda Hossain: 6th grader at Duluth KANTA ALAMGIR FOBANA

Middle School, Duluth, Georgia. She had e,
one of her poems published in an

anthology.
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Pieces of Mine

Sajeda Haroon

The days come and gradually sail away
The nights arrive and soon pass away ) s e K|
The weeks and months come, following - : Tf;;}
But they leave too, heading on their way / y $H e
Only I am left, searching for myself
I am left searching for myself.

I wasn't there in the colors of the dawns

I wasn't there in the gathering of dusks

I didn't see myself, laughing with the larks

I didn't see myself singing with the nightingales
I was nowhere as the days slipped away

I was nowhere as the days slipped away

Fluttering on its wings, time flew away
Taking away the canvas of my dreams

The canopy of my heart felt desires

New dawns had come bringing the new days
But there wasn't a day that was really mine
There wasn't a day that was really mine

Haven't been there in the ocean of love

Haven't been there in the skies of laughter

No traces of mine in the passing seasons

Do not belong to any of the moments

Rummaging through each fragment of time

I keep searching for pieces of mine...pieces of mine.



Himel Imam Uddin

I remember those days like strange memories

Up above my head, clouds used to run free

Sky used to dance and play hide and seek

I never felt it was hanging so far from my reach

Sky, I always felt you so close even being worlds away
Wondered why you often cry sad, drop rains and walk away?
I didn’t forget about those crazy dreams

When I used to fly around the sky in my sleep

Swimming through clouds were so much fun and lovely

Felt like endless portraits made of white cotton candy

Sky, I tried to reach you and flew deep and deeper

I felt your emptiness and saw how lonely you were
Nowadays I miss those dreams and you don’t seem lonely
With stars and moon sometimes you look happy

Even among crowded billions down here I feel lonely

Y our superficial surface where I could fly and breathe freely
Sky, I’m running miles after miles as I can see you from a distance
I just have to cross thie ocean and climb few more mountains
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Bangla Roots of Atlanta: A Journey of

Migration and Belonging
Niaz A. Khan

By the early 21st century, Bangladeshi immigra-
tion to the United States had reached unprecedent-
ed levels, reflecting broader demographic shifts
and legislative openings in American immigration
policy. Between 2001 and 2012, the U.S. wel-
comed approximately 65,611 individuals from
Bangladesh through the Diversity Visa (DV) pro-
gram—an 1nitiative designed to increase immigra-
tion from underrepresented countries. This placed
Bangladesh among the top six nations for
DV-based immigration, alongside Ethiopia, Nige-
ria, Egypt, Ukraine, and Albania (United States of
America Green Card Lottery: Official U.S. Gov-
ernment Entry Program, usadiversitylottery.com,
accessed June 6, 2025).

Yet, these immigrants rarely arrived alone for long. Many initiated a pattern of family
reunification—often referred to as “chain migration”—sponsoring spouses, children,
siblings, and parents. Over time, these relatives sponsored additional family members,
steadily expanding the Bangladeshi population and anchoring the community in Amer-
ican soil.

The diversity of pathways taken by Bangladeshi immigrants extends beyond fami-
ly-based visas. They have also entered the country through employment-based pro-
grams, student and professional training routes, asylum petitions, marriage to U.S. citi-
zens, investor channels, and religious worker visas (R-1). The R-1 visa has notably
enabled Bangladeshi imams, missionaries, and religious educators to join the Ameri-
can religious landscape. This multifaceted immigration pattern traces its roots to the
Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, which overturned the racially exclusionary
Immigration Act of 1924—also known as the Asian Exclusion Act. Following the
independence of Bangladesh in 1971, migration increased steadily, laying the founda-
tion for flourishing Bangladeshi American communities by the 1980s and 1990s, espe-
cially in cities like Atlanta.

Though the large-scale migration of Bangladeshis to Atlanta is relatively recent, the
city has



Can you make the map smaller?

long been a point of contact for South Asians.
As early as the 1890s, pioneering Bengali
men—many from British India—ventured
into the Southern United States as traveling
street vendors. In his seminal work, historian
Vivek Bald recounts in his Bengali Harlem
and the Lost Histories of South Asian Ameri-
ca the lives of these men, who sold intricately
embroidered chikan bedspreads, handker-
chiefs, pillowcases, and shawls—traditional

" textiles originating from Lucknow, India, and
also produced in Bangladesh. Starting out in
places like Asbury Park, New Jersey, and
Atlantic City, these itinerant merchants even-
tually journeyed through New Orleans, Mem-
phis, and Atlanta, sometimes even reaching
into Central America.

Evidence of their early presence in Atlanta is found in a November 21, 1912, report in
The Atlanta Constitution (now the Atlanta Journal Constitution), which described a
group of 30 East Indian peddlers—erroneously likened in appearance to “three shades
darker” Mexicans—who were detained by local authorities for failing to secure hawk-
ing permits. One of the men, identified as S.A.R. Mendel, paid a fine of $15.75 with
assistance from his group. Described as “a small man with raven black hair and a short
curly beard,” Mendel's story offers a window into the complex racial perceptions and
lived experiences of early South Asian immigrants in the Jim Crow South.

The city’s magnetic pull for Bengali migrants continued into the World War I era. U.S.
Draft Registration Cards from 1917-1918 document the presence of Bangla-speaking
men like N.H. Mondul, Abdul Robby, and Mohammed Yeakub, who identified them-
selves as British nationals from Calcutta (now Kolkata). These records, housed in the
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and accessible through An-
cestry.com, offer the only surviving traces of these early settlers’ lives.

Another notable chapter in this saga unfolded during the 1920s and 1930s, when Ban-
gladeshi khalashis—merchant marine sailors—entered U.S. ports. Due to the Asian
Exclusion Act and its restriction on immigrants from the “Asiatic Barred Zone,” many
of these men remained in the U.S. illegally, often marrying African American and
Latina women to assimilate and survive. Over time, their descendants blended into
local communities, and much of their South Asian heritage faded into obscurity.

One such story, however, would re-emerge decades later in Atlanta. John Arthur Alj,
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the son of Mustafa Ali—a Bangladeshi sailor who jumped
ship in Baltimore and married Mamie Chapman, an African
American woman—settled in Atlanta in 1976. A retired .
U.S. Army sergeant major who had seen action in both | il
World War II and the Korean War, John Ali became the £
bookstore manager at Clark Atlanta University. His father's
journey—from sailor to undocumented immigrant, to hus-
band and father—encapsulates a rarely told narrative of
South Asian African American interconnection.

Mustafa Ali eventually returned to Sylhet, in what was then
East Pakistan, remarried, and had another daughter. As his
health declined, he embarked on the Hajj pilgrimage with a
group of friends. It was during this sacred journey that he passed

ai
John Ali

away—never to return to either of his homes.

Raised Catholic by his mother, Mamie, John Arthur Ali has always identified as Afri-
can American, despite bearing the physical features of his Bangladeshi father. His cul-
tural identity, shaped by his upbringing, was further affirmed through his marriage to
Deborah, an African American woman, and in the lives of their six children. Although
he once spoke some Bangla in his youth, by the time of his interview in 2017—at age
87—nhe had lost all linguistic connection to his father's heritage. Still, he fondly
recalled the taste of beef curry, a culinary link to a past he only partly knew.

The story of Bangladeshi Americans in Atlanta is more than a tale of migration—it is
a story of convergence: of cultures, identities, and histories intersecting across oceans
and generations. From early peddlers and draft registrants to merchant mariners and
military veterans, their experiences reflect the richness and complexity of American
identity. In cities like Atlanta, these intertwined legacies continue to unfold, shaping
not just the story of immigrants, but the evolving narrative of America itself.

This article is adapted from the author’s Riding the Tiger Tail: Stories of Bangladeshi
Immigrants in the Atlanta Area. Kendall Hunt, 2018.

Dr. Niaz A. Khan: chief editor, is Professor of Communications at Georgia Gwinnett College in Law-
renceville, Georgia, and the author of numerous books and articles on communications, writing, and
the Bangladeshi diaspora published in national and international outlets. A passionate advocate for
media literacy, education, and cultural empowerment, he actively contributes to academic scholar-
ship and community engagement through scholarship, public speaking and cross-cultural dialog.
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A Transformed Bangladesh, A New Horizon:

Strategic Proposals for the Education Sector
Engr. Abubokor Hanip

In our beloved Bangladesh, the vibrant spirit and
strength of our youth are on full display for all to see. A
new chapter has begun in this evolving nation,
presenting us with fresh opportunities. The youth have
triumphed in their endeavors, and it is now our
responsibility to guide them on a path that will ensure
their achievements bear lasting fruit. This article centers
on the crucial role we can play in helping students realize
their aspirations in the field of education.

When we think of education, we often picture children in
schools, learning the basics like names and tables, which is a familiar image for those of us
from Generation X. However, for Millennials and today's Generation Z, also known as
Gen-Zoomers, this traditional view of education may seem outdated. They don't need to rely
on rote memorization; instead, they learn by doing. Our challenge, then, is to offer them an
education system that goes beyond the conventional methods.

In this new approach, students won't just finish their studies and then struggle to find work.
Instead, they will emerge from educational institutions fully prepared for the workforce,
ready to make direct contributions to the economy.

This is why we're advocating for an education system with a triple mission: Degree, Skill,
and Career. My focus is on higher education at the university level, where students not only
earn a degree but also develop essential skills. Most importantly, they will be equipped to
build successful careers. In line with this vision, we are already implementing such an
education system at Washington University of Science and Technology in the USA, where
the Triple Mission—Degree, Skill, and Career—is at the core of our approach.

Let's start by discussing degrees. Traditionally, universities have focused on offering
degrees that primarily provide students with theoretical knowledge. The curriculum often
revolves around a few selected textbooks and lecture-based learning, forming the core
structure of education. While there are some opportunities for students to acquire practical
skills in labs, these experiences are often not as hands-on or timely as they should be.

To better prepare students, it’s essential to integrate both theoretical concepts and
industry-specific knowledge into their education. The curriculum must be industry-oriented,
regularly updated, and modified as necessary to reflect the evolving needs of the industry.

Keeping the curriculum current is crucial to ensuring that graduates are equipped to meet the
demands of a rapidly changing world.

In the classroom, students can acquire knowledge through lessons. But how to achieve the
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skill? That question will come. And the simple answer is that this teaching should be
industry based as well as hands on. Here we emphasize the proper implementation of
industry’s need-based curriculum. And the opportunity for industry-based job-oriented
education will also be created in the classroom. The role of teachers after the industry-based
curriculum is very important for successful completion of this task. In which case strategic
decisions must be taken.

The third element of our triple mission is career development. Knowledge and skills only
become truly valuable when they are effectively applied in real-world situations. That’s why
we place a strong emphasis on the practical application of what students learn, particularly
in their professional lives. So, career readiness requires significant attention because it
determines the ultimate success of our educational goals.

We aim to provide students with an educational journey that not only prepares them to enter
the workforce but also equips them to build successful careers. The effectiveness of this
mission largely depends on how well we deliver on the first two—providing a strong
foundation of knowledge and skills. By integrating project-based, research-based, and
skill-based education, we can ensure that students graduate not just with a degree but with
the experience needed to thrive in their careers. This approach also empowers students to
become entrepreneurs, creating jobs rather than merely seeking them.

Here, I would love to mention that I can relate the dream of the present head of the interim
government Professor Muhammad Yunus, who has been encouraging our youths for
decades to become job giver, instead of becoming a job seeker. I also find our triple mission
of education—Degree, Skill, and Career—aligns seamlessly with Professor Yunus's Triple
Zero theory: zero poverty, zero unemployment, and zero net carbon emissions. Together,
these visions can drive significant progress and transformation, I firmly believe.

How can this be achieved? Let’s take a closer look at the university education system in
Bangladesh. According to statistics, Bangladesh is home to over 173 universities, including
53 public, 107 private, and 3 international universities, with nearly 1 million students
enrolled in undergraduate, graduate, and Ph.D. programs. Each year, more than 800,000
students graduate from these institutions. However, the unemployment rate among those
with tertiary education has risen significantly, with about 46% of the country's unemployed
youths being university graduates, as reported by Business Standard on December 4, 2022.

Our education model addresses this issue by focusing on skill-based education. In this
system, students will not simply graduate with an academic degree; they will be equipped
with practical skills and knowledge that can be directly applied in the workplace. This
approach ensures that graduate’s transition seamlessly from university to employment,
reducing unemployment and, consequently, poverty to near zero.

A critical issue we must address is the disconnect between academic training and
professional application. Often, students end up working in fields unrelated to their studies,
which limits their career prospects. In Bangladesh, for example, we see many BCS cadres in
the

administration who originally studied engineering or medicine. This misalignment can be
mitigated through practical, skill-based education, which opens vast opportunities for
students. They become not just specialists for a specific job but valuable global resources,
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ready to contribute anywhere to the world.

Today, the world is more interconnected than ever, as Antonio Gramsci's concept of the
"Global Village" suggests. Individuals can work from any location for employers anywhere
in the flat world. Therefore, it’s crucial to prepare ourselves as global citizens.

We are beginning to see this trend among our students, but it hasn’t yet gained the
momentum it needs. When we compare our situation with that of our neighbor, India, we see
a stark difference. India generates $195 billion annually from IT outsourcing alone, while
Bangladesh has yet to reach the billion-dollar mark.

Young talents will establish themselves through skill-based work rather than just making
government jobs their focus. And not only in the country, but they will also be prepared to
work globally, this is our expectation. It requires skill and experience as well as a little light
on some other issues. That is - it is important to know international language for the
international environment. So, English should be emphasized. For that, the ability to speak
and write English is very useful. To work for global leaders, graduates need to be proficient
in business English, the curriculum should include effective language and cultural elements,
so that they are able to work together with people from any part of the world.

Finally, I want to talk about the human qualities of students. Education can play a role in
creating that. University curriculum should emphasize aspects of human qualities such as
commitment, time management, ethics, patriotism, compassion, empathy and leadership. If
university graduates have the required industrial skills and human qualities, they can prove
themselves anywhere in the world.

At Washington University of Science and Technology, we are actively implementing this
approach with great success. Our faculty members are not only scholars but also seasoned
industry experts, bringing with them between 4 to 30 years of industry experience. This
unique combination allows them to infuse classroom learning with practical skills directly
relevant to the industry, ensuring that students are well-prepared for the professional world.

A common question might arise—are industry experts truly scholars? Without a doubt, they
are. Based on our university's experience, 92% of our faculty with industry expertise also
hold PhD degrees. Some of these professionals work full-time in the industry while teaching
part-time as adjunct faculty. This arrangement offers a significant advantage: they bring the
latest industry updates and trends directly into the classroom.

Moreover, for faculty members who may not have up-to-date industry skills, we offer
on-the-job training facilitated by industry experts. This comprehensive approach ensures
that all our students are exposed to the latest industry trends and skills, paving the way for a
prosperous future.

Here are some specific recommendations to consider in light of the changing educational
landscape:

1. Extend and Reform Primary Education: Bangladesh’s education system has undergone

numerous experiments in the past decade, often subjecting students to shifting policies. To
align with international education standards, primary education should be extended to class
VIII and made compulsory. This would allow a focus on essential subjects, including
language, mathematics, ethics, environmental studies, and social responsibility. A
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curriculum that integrates both Bengali and English will help students enhance their
language and cognitive skills. Secondary education should then cover classes 1X to XII,
with higher secondary education being integrated into this phase. This approach would
provide students with foundational courses and technical skills, making subjects like
mathematics, physics, chemistry, biology, statistics, economics, and environmental
education mandatory at the secondary level.

2. Enhance Technical and Management Skills in Higher Education: At the college and
university levels, alongside theoretical education, it is crucial to incorporate hands-on
technical and management skills. The goal should be to create market-ready skilled
professionals by integrating vendor certifications and other professional qualifications into
the academic curriculum.

3. Prioritize Career Preparation in Universities: Universities should focus on preparing
students for their careers by addressing the rising demands of the job market. In addition to
academic knowledge, students need to develop technical expertise, soft skills, and personal
competencies, which are essential for success in today’s workplace.

4. Strengthen Career Placement Services: Many industrialists are hesitant to hire fresh
graduates directly into mid-level positions due to concerns about their effectiveness and
reliability. While employers often invest in on-the-job training, graduates frequently leave
for higher positions elsewhere, creating a challenge for both employers and new hires. To
address this, universities should place special emphasis on career placement services,
ensuring that every graduate secures at least one job opportunity. The strength of this
educational approach lies in the “Triple A’ model—Accredited, Affordable, and Accessible
education.

5. Integrate Essential Workforce Skills: The curriculum should include critical skills that are
increasingly important in today’s complex workforce. These include professional skills,
critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, effective communication, collaboration,
social responsibility, and ethical values. These subjects should be integral parts of the
education system.

6. Develop Special Education Systems: It is important to create specialized education
programs for individuals with unique needs and challenges, enabling them to achieve their
full potential within the scope of their abilities.

7. Increase State Investment and Improve Education Infrastructure: The government should
increase its investment in education and focus on developing educational infrastructure.
This would help improve the quality of education while reducing corruption and
inefficiencies.

Implementing these recommendations could lead to fundamental changes in Bangladesh’s
education system, meeting the expectations of Generation Zoomers and fulfilling the hopes
of us all.

Engr. Abubokor Hanip: Is an engineer and serves as the Chancellor, Washington University of Science
and Technology, Virginia, and is the Founder & CEO, PeopleNTech
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The Daisy That Did Not Bloom

M. Jesmin

The eyes were like glaciers that had been flowing for ages,
yet still held their strength within, deeply engraved.
Denver was looking at pictures of Dorothy, his mother,
whom he lost during childbirth. Aunt Shila never talked
about her, afraid he might feel the urge to see her, hug her,
and smell her motherly love.

“Denver, come here, honey. Dinner is ready,” Aunt Shila
called.

He quickly slid the photograph under his pillow and wiped
his eyes.

“Your favorite dinner’s here—lamb curry with fried rice, ”

garnished with sizzling sweet chili sauce and sweet corn. You know Miss Veronica is
coming to visit us tomorrow.”

Excitement rarely came to Denver these days. As he grew older, so did his longing to
know and see his mother.

“Okay,” he replied quietly, tilting his head.

The next day began as usual, but with a tinge of newness—a guest was coming. The
morning wasn’t quite the same. The white daisies outside looked more welcoming. As
he opened the door, a fresh breeze brushed his face, filling him with a sweet aroma and
a strange calm. He had never felt so serene. It seemed he was now old enough to accept
truths and hear untold stories.

The train was delayed by half an hour, so it was already 6:00 p.m. when the carriage
arrived. Denver heard the staggering footsteps of the horses as they neared the house.
He peeked through the window. A woman in a floral dress stepped out of the carriage.
Her face glimmered in the twilight, and her ear stud shone in the dark. One side of her
face was visible under her drooping hat. For a moment, Denver felt like he had known
her forever. Aunt Shila greeted her warmly and hugged her.

“Denver, this is Veronica, a renowned artist and your mom’s friend. Maybe she can
draw a picture of you too.”

Denver approached her shyly, he wasn’t used to strangers in the house. They sat down
for dinner and chatted about various topics, her life in Maryland, her career, and her
artistic achievements.

Later that evening, Denver was again looking at the photo of his mother. Rain poured
heavily, washing the backyard clean. The light in his room was dim. Suddenly, he was



startled—someone had entered his room. He tried to hide the photo but couldn’t.
Veronica gave him a gentle, silent smile that filled him with an unknown joy and calm.
Without asking to see the photo, she placed a photo album on his bed.

That night felt more peaceful than before.

To Denver’s utter surprise, the album was full of Dorothy’s pictures, each one a story
untold. Veronica sighed.

“Is this my mom?” Denver’s voice trembled, tears rolling down his face.
“Yes, honey, she is.”

“Could you please tell me more about her? Aunt Shila never talks much—she thinks
I’1l get too attached or want to see her.’

“I will, darling. Your mom and I were college friends. She was a kind soul with endless
energy and life. Her eyes used to beam with a light that could brighten even the darkest
hearts. She was passionate about art and life. Her dream was to become a famous artist
and live a full life. She was only 22, happily married to your dad, and living the dream.
But sometimes, life has its own plans. She passed away giving birth to you. She gave
your father the greatest gift but never got to enjoy its bliss. He was devastated, and
under family pressure, he remarried. Aunt Shila took over raising you—and here you
are today. A 9-year-old boy.”

A heavy silence filled the room. Denver hugged Veronica, seeking comfort and con-
nection. He couldn’t sleep that night, lost in the thoughts of his mother, until the moon
passed his window and the sun rose.

The next morning, Aunt Shila talked about what Veronica could see in the neighbor-
hood, the river that flowed past the city’s edge, cherry blossoms by the water, and a
panoramic view across the banks. They planned a small picnic, packing savory snacks.

The breeze was soothing. The calm river gave space for deep reflection. They sat under
a giant tree for shade. Veronica sketched, not wanting to miss the mesmerizing scenes,
especially the tree branches hanging over the riverside, as if waiting to be embraced.

As they relaxed, Aunt Shila asked Veronica about her future, whether she planned to
marry or move closer to her parents.

Veronica took a breath. “Anthony left me.”
Aunt Shila was startled and queried: “Why?”

“His family had chosen someone else. He couldn’t go against their wishes. I don’t
think he truly loved me—if he had, he would have fought for me.”

he said it all calmly, as if relieved to share her heartbreak. Denver and Aunt Shila
remained quiet, each lost in thought. Denver, young as he was, could still feel the
weight of it.

Veronica wiped her eyes and then said something unexpected.
“Shila, can I keep Denver with me?”
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This time, Aunt Shila was truly surprised. She asked, “What do you mean?”

“I’ve decided not to marry. I want to raise Denver as my own child. My dream was
always to be an artist and have a loving family. The first came true; the second didn’t.
But maybe now it can.”

Aunt Shila looked at Denver with a mountain of sorrow in her eyes. She had raised him
with all she could give—but she knew she couldn’t offer what Veronica could.

“Did you hear what Veronica said?” she asked.
“Yes,” Denver replied, voice trembling, unsure of what was unfolding so suddenly.

“Would you like to go with her to Maryland? You’ll go to a good school, make friends,
and have the fun every child deserves. I'll visit you, and you can visit me too.”

“You don’t have to decide now,” Veronica added. “Think it over and let us know at
dinner.”

Denver thought deeply the whole day. A new life, a new beginning—it was all coming
so fast. His childhood had been barren without a mother, though Aunt Shila spared
nothing to make him happy. She brought him up with care and love. But the place of a
mom in his heart was always empty. He felt it was never going to be filled, but maybe
someone could add some special color to the emptiness and cover it.

Finally, he spoke: “I can’t take my mom’s image out of my mind. But I want to go with
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you.
“You don’t have to,” Veronica reassured him. ““Your mom is always with you in your

heart. She’s the daisy that never
bloomed but left behind a beauti-

ful bud. Inside you, she’s still
alive. You’re that bud, full of
potential and ready for life’s
adventure.”

The next morning, they packed
and left the small town. Aunt
Shila was both sad and hopeful,
wishing only the best for Denver.

The carriage rolled toward the
train station. The day was bright
and sunny. As the train departed,
the path ahead of Denver grew
wider and wider...

Ms. Jesmin: Teaches in the
Gwinnett County Public Schools
and makes her home in Snellville,
Georgia.
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From Lockdown to Leadership: The Rise of Her WILL
By Farhana Hasan

In the spring of 2020, the world was in crisis. Countries were shut-
ting down. Uncertainty was everywhere. People were
frozen—emotionally, economically, and mentally. And in the
middle of that stillness, HerWILL was born.

I had spent most of my career working in male-dominated indus-
tries, holding leadership roles across 23 countries. I knew what it
felt like to be the only woman in the room. By 2020, what once felt
like a point of pride had turned into deep frustration over not
seeing more women in decision-making positions. I had climbed,
pushed, and proved myself, only to realize that very few others
had the opportunity to do the same. And for women of color, the
struggle never ends.

I asked myself a simple question: What if we built a world where women and underrepresented
youth did not have to fight this hard to be seen?

From that question, HerWILL was born.

It did not begin as a global movement. It started as a virtual gathering—a space for women
across time zones and trauma to speak up, learn, and lead. Within weeks, we had participants
from Bangladesh, Egypt, Canada, and the United States, each sharing a version of the same
story: “I was told to dream smaller. I did not.”

The response surprised even me. We were no longer just hosting conversations—we were
building capacity.

We quickly moved into action: bootcamps in data science and artificial intelligence, career
coaching, public speaking workshops, and eventually, partnerships with global institutions
such as Georgia Tech, Georgia State University, Google, and Microsoft. What began as a sup-
port circle evolved into a pipeline for talent, leadership, and economic opportunity.

Today, HerWILL is a nonprofit based in Atlanta, with work spanning Bangladesh, Syria,
Egypt, India, Pakistan, and the United States. We have trained over 5,500 women and under-
represented youth in data science, artificial intelligence, and ethical leadership. We have built
global teams of highly talented individuals who thrive in the unique autonomous work culture
we have created. We have launched real careers and shifted the narrative about who gets to
compete in the artificial intelligence economy.

Automation and artificial intelligence are transforming the global workforce. According to the
World Economic Forum, 92 million jobs will disappear by 2030. While new roles will emerge,
women are far more likely to be left behind. One in four jobs globally is at risk of automation,
and women—especially those in clerical, administrative, and customer-facing roles—are the
most exposed.
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Bangladesh has always been close to my heart. It is where I was born, and it is where some of
our most ambitious work is taking place.

We are developing better cancer care through data-driven solutions, under the supervision of
the World Health Organization. We are digitizing cancer records, training local personnel, and
creating a real-time, scalable system to track and manage one of the country’s most pressing
public health issues.

Through partnerships with leading universities, we are also empowering young students in
Dhaka through our community impact projects. In one of our beginner bootcamps, seventh and
eighth graders learned how to collect data, chart it by using Google Sheets, and present real
findings about their community. These are students who may not have had consistent internet
access, yet they completed survey projects, learned data visualization, and told their stories
through numbers.

Our flagship program, the 2024 Global Datathon, brought together over 825 participants from
18 countries and 117 universities. They worked on detecting gender bias in large language
models, one of the most critical issues in the artificial intelligence space today.

We designed a custom metric that measured fairness, accuracy, and efficiency simultaneously.
The results were groundbreaking. The winners were talented youth from Bangladesh and Syr-
1a—two regions often excluded from the global artificial intelligence conversation. They
proved that talent exists everywhere, whether or not the world is paying attention.

HerWILL is now a nonprofit based in Atlanta, but our reach spans the globe. We focus on
communities and countries that have been historically excluded, places where opportunity is
scarce but potential is abundant.

In Bangladesh, we are building the next generation of data scientists, artificial intelligence
researchers, and ethical technology leaders. In Syria, we are working with youth from conflict
zones and under-resourced communities, equipping them with the technical and leadership
tools needed to step into the digital economy with confidence.

From Egypt to Canada, from India to the United States, our footprint continues to grow. What
began as a conversation has turned into thousands of lives impacted and countless futures
rewritten.

We are not a charity—we are a challenge to the system. This is not about feel-good stories. We
are building capacity, creating jobs, and reshaping the future of work.

Our programs are hands-on, measurable, and rooted in community. We do not parachute in
with outside solutions. We co-create with local experts, educators, and innovators.

We have launched fellowships, scholarships, and internships that have led to:

* Women landing jobs in global technology firms

 Graduate students presenting at international artificial intelligence conferences
» Former participants becoming country leads and mentors themselves

We are building a pipeline of talent, not sympathy. And that is what makes us different.

In 2025, we will expand our Global Datathon to focus on misogyny in Bangla, English, and
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Arabic content across various disciplines. This is a major gap in artificial intelligence training
datasets, and we are not waiting for Big Tech to fix it. We are building the solutions ourselves.

We are also launching the HerWILL Fellowship in 2026, a hybrid accelerator that blends tech-
nical fluency, ethical policymaking, and human-centered leadership development.

Through it all, we remain grounded in our mission: to build a world where no girl ever has to
choose between dreaming and surviving.

I came from a world where girls were told to aim lower, speak softer, and dream smaller. I did
not. And I built HerWILL so no one else has to shrink themselves to survive—or to thrive.

Our work is bold, rooted, and global. And it is just getting started.

If you are reading this and wondering where to start, https://www.herwill.org is the beginning
of your future.

Farhana Hasan: is a Bangladeshi-American social entrepreneur and the Founder and CEO of Her-
WILL, a U.S.-based nonprofit advancing women and youth through Al education, leadership develop-
ment, and global career opportunities. A former senior leader at Delta Air Lines and a Distinguished
Fellow of the International Women'’s Forum, she is a recognized voice in applying technology to drive
equity in education, health, and climate resilience.
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» Construction Loans « Flagship or Non Flag Hotel
DUKE KHAN MONIR CHOWDHURY
@® (770) 3178220 4 (678) 704-746) @)
@ duke@admfinancialgroup.com i L. monir@admfinancialgroup.com @

ﬁ Atlanta, Georgia Atlanta, Georgia 0



RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE NATION'S

ANNIEMAG IS A I]IHEl}i NMIUHM LENDER

Types of Res 1-4 Units Loans

amp 2 ap asl Amanha Mortgage Program
Faith-Friendly Pathway To Home Ownership

SR @I @ 3

NONOM —*

“Count on Me and My Expert Team to Deliver you and your family The best
mortgage you deserve.”
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SUBHANI

' SUBHANI
SUBHANI & SUBHANI LLC

IMMIGRATION
LAW

A highly rated Immigration firm formed by the
Subhanis - a multilingual, diligent, and
hardworking family with a combined 60+ years in

immigration specifically. Humera, Sadia, and
Shoaib Subhani started Subhani & Subhaoni with
the hopes of helping immigrants and have won
numerous awards because of their success.

WELL INFORMED

Cur g 1o date

EXPERIENCED
CONSULT

e (404) 634-2700 @ https://subhani-law.com/
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‘. Loyal Trust Bank

Your Partner in

Growth
SBA & USDA Loans

SBA 7(a) Loan Program

Loans for owner-occupied
commercial real estate, machinery,
equipment, working capital and
more.

We are an SBA-Preferred Lender

SBA 504 Loan Program

Long-term, fixed-rate financing for
major assets like real estate and
equipment.

USDA Loan

Supporting business expansion
and startups of all sizes that
operate in an area of 50,000
inhabitants or less.

Contact Our Experts Today!

Jun Lee
SVP, Senior Lending Officer

678.380.4000 Office
678.467.1269 Cell

Jun.Lee@loyaltrustbank.com

o 11675 Medlock Bridge Road
Johns Creek, GA 30097

EXPERT GUIDANCE

Our experienced loan officers will guide
you through every step of the process.

PERSONALIZED SERVICE

We tailor our loan solutions to meet your
unique business needs.

FAST APPROVAL

Streamlined application process to get you
the funds you need quickly.

lan Chen
SVP, Lending Officer

678.506.5833 Office
404.993.6699 Cell

lan.Chen@loyaltrustbank.com

AN

\) 678.783.8018 em | oyalTrustBank.com

‘.1 Loyal Trust Bank _ =

FM FINC- iresiiresd - Bocked by the full faith eaod credil of e LS. Goverament

)



EXPERIENCED RELIABLE FRIENDLY

22+

Years of
Experience
Serving the
Community

Mohammed Mowla (Dilu)

| © 770-912-9169

GA Real Estate Licence # 269295

Looking to Buy
House

In Georgia

Come to
Your Trusted
Real Estate Agent

MAXIMUM dilu7862@gmail.com

Global Mall, Suite 119, 5675 Jimmy
Carter Blvd,. Norcross, GA 30071
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"Warm greetings from Nahidul, Nasima, Nabil & Nawar Khan.
Our best wishes for a successful grand FOBANA Convention in Atlanta, hosted by BANGLADHARA.
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Grocery & Cafe -4 ‘_H

Bangladeshi & Indian Food

OPEN HOURS: We Specialize in Fresh:

Mon : T0am-8pm Goat, Chicken, Shrimp, Lamb,
Tues - Thurs : 10am-10pm Vegetables, Frozen Fish,

Fri-Sun: 10am-11pm and a Variety of
Bengali/Indian/African Spices.

2853 Buford Hwy NE, Atlanta, GA 30329
getainc@yahoo.com Please call and place your

404-477-2955 order for faster service.



'}, AL-FALAH
CD ‘ah SUPERMARKET & RESTAURANT
Ph: (470) 545 2294
4978 Buford Hwy NE
Chamblee, GA 30341

DESI SPICE
INDIAN CUISINE

_ » Call Us More Information
W) 404-872-2220 N2 www.desispiceindianti.com

Call Us j [404-872-222@




UNLOCKING INNOVATION
FOR 25 YEARS

Marine-grade stainless steel architectural hardware.
Commercial and residential smart locks. Together,
Linnea and Port have been the finishing building touch
on custom homes, offices, hotels, and yachts around
the world for a quarter of a century.

Contact us or visit us and discover new possibilities.

linnea. PORT.

linnea-home.com portsmartlock.com
linnea@linnea-home.com port.admin@portsmartlock.com
305 Shawnee N Dr (770) 559-9035 Phone
Suwanee, GA 30024 (B0O) 219-2366 Toll Free
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DOLLA

WHAT WEDO

Top Dollar Amusement has been providing
the metro Atlanta Area with Georgia Coin
Operated Amusement Machines since 2012.
We offer a variety of game options to cater
to your specific needs , maximize your
players’ satisfaction and increase your
business earning potential.

—— WHY YOU NEED US

Our service team is knowledgeable and responsive. Our games are compliant,
licensed and approved by the State of Georgia and the Georgia Lottery
Corporation. Furthermore, our joint partnership will contribute to the Georgia
Hope Scholarship and other pre-K and youth educational program initiatives
throughout the State of Georgia led by the Georgia Lottery Corporation.

— CONTACT US HASAN TAREK, OWNER/CEO
(404) 808-0128
4

() TOPDOLLARAMUSEMENT.COM

<] TOPDOLLARAMUSEMENT@GMAIL.COM
(56)



There is no clean coal technology

STOP COAL BASED
POWER PLANTS

COAL IS HARMING US

Coal pollutes the air
and releases carbon

Lung disease,
cancer

Global Coal Pollutes drinking

warming pollutes rivers water table
\ 2N 7 X J

Make Soitld, Coal fiiee

Learn more at
www.coalfreeworld.org

SIERRA  pexo™®
CLUB ™



COMMITTED TO
QUALITY SERVICE

Seth Twum & Company, PC
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

2971 Flowers Road South
Suite 221
Atlanta, GA 30341

TEL: 770-451-1118
Fax: 770-451-6815

WWW.SETHTWUM.COM

Member:
American Institute of CPAs

Accounting Service

« Monthly/Quarterly/Annual
compiled Income Statements
and Balance Sheets

« Cash Flows, Budgets/
Projections upon request

« Sales Tax Returns where
applicable

+ SBA/Loan Assistance

= Review/Audits for Banks or
financial institutions upon
request

= Business Consulting

SETH TwUM
& Company, PC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Comprehensive Accounting
Payroll & Tax

Seth Twum, CPA
Jimmy Haralambus, CPA
2971 Flowers Road South

Suite 221
Atlanta, GA 30341

Tel: 770-451-1118
Fax: 770-451-6815

www. sethtwumco.com

Payroll Service

= Calculate Pay, Deductions

= Provide detailed Payroll
Summary including
departmental

= Print paychecks

» Provide electronic filing of
employment taxes

« File all tax returns and
prepare W-2s, 1099s, and
year-end, etc.

We offer a full range of payroll
services which operates as a separate
unit, Payroll Master Services (PFMS).
For more information please call our
office at (770) 451-1118

« Incorporations & Business
Start-Ups
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ALMADINA MARKET

HALAL MEAT - INTERNATIONAL GROCERY - PRODUCE

5345 Jimmy Carter Blvd., Suite C. Norcross,
770-558-6200

m

« AUTO « LIFE
AMERICAN FAMILY - HOME - WORKERS COMP
 INSURANCE

® * BUSINESS + UMBRELLA

AUTO HOME BUSINESS LIFE

www.amfam.com

We Can Piafe 7 Difference By Qu Service

RAFIK HASAN
AGENCY INC Global Mall Location

5675 Jimmy Carter Blvd. #113A

Norcross, GA 30071
Office: 678-259-3965
Email: rhasan@amfam.com
Access Anytime:
RAFIK HASAN 1-800-MYAMFAM (800-692-6326)
678-973-9633 www.amfam.com




IRS/Dept & Revenue
Audits-Collections-
Appeals-
Representatton.

e Corporation, LLC and any kind of
business set up.

e All kinds of Tax returnincluding
Payroll, Sales Tax.

e Individual, corporation, LLC, tax
Exempt.

e Organizations, etc.

e All kinds of licenses etc.

RSL Accounting and Tax Service, LLC

2505 Chamblee Tucker Rd Ste No 107
Chamblee (Atlanta), GA 30341
770-403-2914, 770-457-1965

Selem Tauhidul Sakib Tauhidul
IRS Enrolled Agent CPA, PC

92
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on behIEII:InE cl;lunfa?d&;r:laﬁﬂtﬁlt}a‘rﬂa Dunwoody and my family, it is with PROPERTY FE ATURES _

great pride and joy that we extend our warmest congratulations and best
i wishes for a successful and inspiring 39th FOBANA Convention, 2025,

We are truly honored to support such a momentous event, and we are E/ Rooftop Restaurant
confident it will be a resounding success—bringing together brilliant minds,
celebrating heritage, and fostering meaningful connections. c . -
. = : : . i . omplimentary Wi-Fi
We hope this will be the best FOBANA Convention yet, filled with engaging E P Y

discussions, productive networking, and unforgettable moments that echo far
beyond the occasion.

\ We look forward to witnessing the positive impact of this extraordinary

thering and hope to have the pleasure of welcoming you to our hotel in the B Indoor Swimming pool

near future.

B Complimentary Parking

g Near Perimeter Shopping Mall

. With admiration and warm regards,
COURTYARD

E Fitness Center

BY MARRIOTT

Contact Us
+H[TTO-510-40820

Chamblee, GA- 30341
Scan to book your next stay



SOUTH EAST
WHOLESALE

GREAT PRICES EVERYDAY
Proudly Servicing C Stores, Grocery stores, Vape
Outlets, Laundromats, Tobacco & Liquor stores.

We are honored to support Federation OF
Bangladeshi Associations in North America

We have been serving our customers for over
20 years and we are excited to continue

arowing in the years to come.

Get New Products first
In-stores promotions

Full line of c-store products
Excellent customer service
High % Fill Rate for key items

RRRAQ®X

CONTACT US

@ Call 770-458-0074

WhatsApp 404-218-9975
3687 Presidential Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30340



™

2605 Mountain Ind Blvd
= =
D I\I — I — I\I Suite 9, Tucker GA 30084
- - Tel: 470 535-2587

CELL PHONE ACCESSORIES

. e
-,

Quality Comes First o

ONETEN FLOOR DISPLAY

COMBO+SMALL+10FT
COMBO+10FT
COMBO+SUNGLASSES KeepInT ouch..



FOLLOW US NOW

17
g16-5762

+8__860[}‘}-5020 (USA) Real Estate &
470 0—4439 (USA) Property Sale &

sashundhara R 50422 Flat Sale «
Property Management «

FEATURES

OUR GLOBAL PRESENCE BANGLADESH OFFICE
5465 BUFORD HWY,NE SUITE # 104, HOUSE #5L, BLOCK #G, ROAD #05,
DORAVILLE GA-30340, U.S.A BASHUNDHARA R/A, DHAKA 1229
FAX : 770-559-4638 PHONE : 01552358591

EMAIL: INFO@USBHOUSING.ORG EMAIL: INFO@USBHOUSING.ORG
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MULTISERVICE COMPANY
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Our Services Include
Accounting Services:
« Monthly Bookkeeping
« Small Business
State Licensing
Corporation Tax Up
Personal Tax Returns
Business Tax Returns
Other Services
« Home Insurance
« Auto Insurance
« Health insurance
« Dental Insurance
Surety Bond
Business & Casulity
Insurance
Workers Compensation

gy 2473 Chamblee Tucker Rd,
“¥ GA- 30341

(" (470)-709-4516, 678-851-5001

' DeshNexO@gmail.com
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QVER 25000 ITEMS

Star importers Shop Trust And Relax
Speciality of convenience store and smoke shop items
More than 25000 items under one roof
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orders@astarimporters.com | websupport@Estarimporters.com

2166 MOUNTAIN INDUSTRIAL BLVD, TUCKER GA 30084

() FANTASIA

Tel: 770-808-0404 Fax: 770-908-8786 / 770-908-8908
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LOOKING FOR A REALTOR? R
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“BUYING OR SELLING?

Buying or selling a home can be memorable process
with the right realtor. With years of experience, you can
trust on me to get you the best service. Down payment

assistance for the first-time home buyer

RANKED AMONG ATLANTA'S TOP 10 REALTOR IN
ATLANTA REALTOR'S BOA

SYEDFIROZ | &

REALTOR®E

VIRTUAL PROPERTIES REALTY Firoz Reaff-p
® 470 - 269 -0420 TOP PRODUCER
© sfirozrealestate@gmail.com 2022|2023 | 2024
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In-Home Care

A for the ones you love
Housecaiis

Home care

TO YOUR CARE

571-666-8500
Fax: 571-554-8930

£800 Backlick road, Suite
#303, Springfield, VA-22150.

VOH=: | [idt

________

Shopon Islam and Mary Islam
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PATH WELFARE FOUNDATION

' Www. pathwfinc.org

""Il!! o

501 (C) (3) Non-profit orgamzatlon
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—2 100% TAX EXEMPTION 35—
PLEASE DONATE

Your donation makes hopeless and
helpless people’s dreams come true

Fundraising for:
' Homeless Shelter, Senior Citizen Club & Disability

-l

Hiiw PLEASE DONATE

Contact us

1_!'!' ?[" Your donation makes hopeless and
helpless people’s dreams come true

5465 Buford Hwy, NE Phone : (470) 641-5020

Suite# 104
Doraville, GA 30340

Fax :(770) 559-4638
Email : info@pathwfinc.org
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Tucker Auto Body Shop

We Specialize in GMC Cadillac Chevy & Other Limousines

Mﬂé ) Czj l!ln Uber

2254 |dlewood Road Tucker Ga 30084
Office: 770 621 0099 | Text: 404 641 0294 | E-mail: tuckerautoinfo@gmail.com
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Wishing the FOBANA convention a huge success!
Our best wishes for FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta

GWINNETT ACCOUNTING & TAX

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

3473 Satellite Blvd. Suite 350

Sami Ali, CPA Duluth, GA 30096

Phone 770-935-4424
Cell 678-697-1920
Fax 770-935-4423

info@gwinnettaccounting.com
www.gwinnnettaccounting.com




AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE

BUFFET HOURS
MONDAY TO SUNDAY

LUNCH BUFFET
11:30AM TO 4:30PM

DINNER BUFFET
4:30PM to 92:00PM

Closed on Tuesday

Open 6 days a week Patel Plaza, 1713 Church () (404)-296-9999 & www.masaladecatur.com
Closed on Tuesday Street, Decatur, GA (p (404)-299-3036
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Wishing the FOBANA eonvention a
huge sueeess! Our best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta

T

Atlanta, Georgia

FOBANA

ICON

Moazzem H.
Chowdhury

Advisor, NRB World
Chairman, LHCM Foundation, IMac USA
Taranga Produclions & NasirNagar Agro Ltd.

HOSTED BY

I
]
J
i! |'|I
|
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Desi Clothing ?.d Jewelry

End of Summer

Muslin Sarces - Jamdani Sarces - Dresses - Indo Westerns - Men's Wear - Jewelry
709129134 +# Follow us: Instagram: @oclegance. boutique.shop + Facebool: Elegance Boutique

\tlanta Based | Nationwide Shipping Available
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Your BUSINESS

Your CONTROL SmartBizPay

Runs SMOOTHLY A MERCHANT SERVICES PROVIDER SINCE 2005
with SmartBizPay

Same Rates and Fees Wait No More - New POS
for last 19 Years!! DUAL PRICING CASH & CREDIT

\
\\

We support :
CLOVER, RETAILZ, RUBY, GILBARCO, NRS, MODISOFT,
NCR, PC AMERICA, CYBERA & MANY more!!

“. E LOTTERY INTEGRATION
Key POS Features i —
Dual Pricing Age Verification g; : st o o
Multi-Store Log In  Item Variants 8
Inventory Management 3%

Split Pack Capabilities
Label Printing With QR Code

=

SISSIMNISNE
TIFWE

NO ANNUAL FEE

LOW FEES - FAST SERVICE

RISK FREE - NO CONTRACTS

C-STORES, RESTAURANTS, RETAIL

TAKE EBT 7/ CREDIT /DEBIT FOR LESS
UNBRANDED AND BRANDED GAS STATIONS

1(877) 663-5033

Email Us: support@smartbizpay.com

SmartBizPay EBT/Snap
Specialists can help!

For a full list of services supporting merchants, visit
www.SmartBizPay.com
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SOT OCT 4 FREEENTRY | FREE PARKING
FREE PRIZES | PERFORMANCES

Sun OCT 5 CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

T1AM - 7PM  SHOPPING EXHIBITION

FOOD * CLOTHING * JEWELRY * DJ *+ DANCE * RAFFLES |

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A VENDOR, EXHIBITOR OR PERFORMING?

Email: globalmela@amsglobalmall.com
For more info, visit: amsglobalmall.com

Global

5675 Jimmy Carter Blvd. + Norcross GA 30071 + Phone. 770 416 1111 MALL

25



Wishing the FOBANA eonvention a huge success!
Our best wishes for FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta

er r-Hm.u

ATLANTA BEST REALTY, LLC ¥
OFFICE: 404.960.1792 FAX: 404-935.5337 "0 )

REALTOR /) s
BROKER /& %@
!.

QUAZI ANWARUL HAQUE
CELL: 404-992-4473
Email: atlantabestrealty@gmail.com

Office:
2505 Chamblee Tucker Road,
Suite 211, Chamblee, GA 30341-3526




MONIR MEHRAN LAW FIRM

Wishing the FOBANA eonvention a
huge sueeess! Oue best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta

§) MONIR MEHRAN LAW FIRM
@A 3GEEa & siEcm P

T s

b =
!_.n-‘
c |

st T 8 3H@BES fon a3 Araré g2
& Afaey [/HRAN & AA[@ oM (VAWA UVisa, A
T Visa), IS & I (1-601, 1601A, 1-212) |

CAR ACCIDENT ms>

el I

(4'70) 800_9213 INFOBMONIRMEHRANLAW.COM || WWW.MONIRMEHRANLAW.COM

NY OFFICE: 100-15 QUEENS BLVD, STE 203, FOREST HILLS, MY 11375

(929) 81 0'2009 GA OFFICE: 4229 15T AVE, STE AlZ, TUCKER, GA 30084

Monir Mehran is licensed in GA, Practices personal
injury exclusively in GA, practices only immigration
law 1n all other states, and is not admitted to
practice NY State law.




Wishing the FOBANA convention a

huge sueeess! Our best wishes for
Enrolment
Obamacare
Marketplace) &
( GA Acpcess) Ambetter, Oscar,
Health Insurance Kaiser, Aetna, Cigna,
Blue Cross Blue Shield, Mending
Health Insurance, United Health
Care, Molina & Many More.
We Offer Life &
Disability too
* Disability Plan
(Up to 121 Years of Age)
* Life Insurance
Retirement Plan (LIRP)

Dr. S. Sanyal, MD & PhD

Contact Address:
5095 Buford Hwy, Suite H, (NORTHWOODS PLAZA) Doraville, GA 30340

Email: snrumas@gmail.com, Call or Text: 404-323-7878




Pesl wishes /m 17 mmm/é{/ il
29 FOBANA Convention I

inAllanta

Best wishes fov a successfu(
30th FOBANA Convention in Atlanta

[}

Mohammad Mowla (Dilu)
and Family

|

Fairfax, VA.

Shamsuddin Mabmud & Sam ‘Ria
“Best wishes for FOBANA (Jonvention 2025

SHAMSUDDIN MAHMUD :
Poet Writer and Organizer Kabir Patwary & Perveen Patwary

SAM RIA

Woman Entrepreneur &
Owner- Empire Home Health Services, VA

Best wishes for a successfu[
30th FOBANA Convention in Atlanta




Best, wishes for a successful
30th FOBANA Convention in At[a_nta

o

LALE Rz~ .

Congratulations and Best Wishes for
39th FOBANA Convention!

Green Life Home Care
Haadthy lilie s sur pes

®(571)-412-6595
Fax :571-302-4880

© greenlifehhc@gmail.com

Su“ul ls]nm ® www.greenlifehomecare.com

Administrator & CEQ o

(347) 257-2037

5800 Backlick Road Suite £305
Springfield, YA-22150

VOH=S- | S

Wishing the 39th FOBANA
Convention in Atlanta a grand

SUCCESS!

e

Pryalal Karmaker
and family

Mt

Dr.

Best wishes for a successful
39th FOBANA Convention
in Atlanta

!‘l }

‘Rokshana “Parveen
and Family




Best wishes for a successful
39th FOBANA Convention
in Atlanta

______________________
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Soheb Sarker & Papia

Best wishes for a successful 39th FOBANA
Convention in ATLANTA

\ .
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Best wishes for a successful 39th FOBANA
Convention in ATLANTA

BRAF BROTHERS LLC.

5990 Old National Hwy
Atlanta GA-30349

brafboos5990@yahoo.com

Best wishes to the
2025 FOBANA Convention
organizers in ATLANTA

HASAN H. RAHMAN, MD

Psychiatric Medicine
&

Behavioral Health

1070 Pearl Mist Dr. SW.
Lilburn, GA 30047

Cell 315.528.6608
Home : 518.320.8775




It’s been great pleasure to have 39th FOBANA conven-
tion here in Atlanta, GA. Expressing heartfelt gratitude
and most success of this cultural adventure. Most welcome
my beloved Georgian and honorable attendees from USA
and adroad. Many thankjs for all who works in the
streamline and behind the scene for organizing this
successful cultural event Hasan Rahman, MD
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Best wishes for a successful 39th FOBANA
Convention in ATLANTA

EAELEENTIRZAR] .
EARZANABHULANE

CEO AND MANAG[NG DIRECTOR

Wishing the FOBANA convention a
huge success! Our best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta

Iftaqur Chowdhury Rinco
and Family




Best wishes to the 2025 FOBANA
Convention organizers in ATLANTA

.

M Rahman Zahir and Family

Wishing the FOBANA convention a
huge suceeess! Our best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta
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RanalKhan/&IFamily,
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Syed Ahsan KoKo & famlly

Wishing the FOBANA Convention a
huge sueeess! Our best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 at Atlanta

Best wishes for
a successfu{
30th FOBANA
Convention
in Atlanta

Tuhin Khan
&
Family




Wishing the 39th Fobana Convention in
Atlanta a grand SUCCESS!

Shafiqul Islam Jewel
and Family

"i’ & mz§hesrto th 4_‘21325 'F OBANA
vf nvehtlojrﬁorgamzers in ATLANTA ‘
f - ?iﬁ? N ’ : I |

S NG O f
|
W

Syed G Mahbob
and Famdy

Wishing the FOBANA Convention a
huge suceess! OQur best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 in Atlanta

| Sd Muta
and Family

Wishing the 39th Fobana
Convention in Atlanta a
grand SUCCESS!

Dr. Zainul Abedin
President
_ Environmental Engineering, Inc., USA



Together we rise as one community. Best
wishes to the incredible team behind Atlanta
FOBANA. Your hard work, dedication, and

vision are bound to make this event a
remarkable success. Wishing all organizers,
performers, and supporters the very best.
FOBANA will undoubtedly bring our
community closer and proudly showcase the
richness of Bangladeshi culture.

FARHANA Il-Em

CEO AND MANAGING
DIRECTOR

Wishing the 39th Fobana Convention in .
Atlanta a grand SUCCESS! Best wishes to the 2025 FOBANA

Convention organizers in ATLANITA

Nurul Amin Nuru & Sultana Parvien

Springfield, VA Main Kazi & Shaheen Akhter

136




Y & .
™

o

Rath FRRANA Coowantion HEH
i, o

- % Cunventiun 2025

Meet &




Meet and Greet - Washington
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FOBANA Youth Forum chk-Off
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Cultural Rehearsals




FOBANA Iftar Party - Atlanta
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Best wishes to the 2025 FOBANA
Convention organizers in ATLANTA

Best wishes to the 2025 FOBANA
Convention organizers in ATLANITA

Syed S. Rana
Naznin Lipi

Syed Ahmad
and Family
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"“‘Wﬂmg thesE OBANA Conventwn a:t
— huge-s??ccess' Ourbestwishes: Sfor—
F OBANA 2025 in’Atlanta
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Best Wishes for Atlanta
39th FOBANA Convention 2025
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Best wishes for a successful
39th FOBANA Convention in Atlanta

Wishing the FOBANA Convention a
huge success! Qur best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 in Atlanta

Best Wishes for a Successful
the FOBANA Convention in Atlanta

Mohammed Nymul Chowdhury
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Mohammed Biton & Mita
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WishingjthelEOBANA conventmn’a'huge'success"0ur-
AN e sHiwishes for FOBMANA 2025 |fWAtI5ﬁ“@

Wishing the FOBANA Convention a
huge success! Qur best wishes for
FOBANA 2025 in Atlanta
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Naser Ahmed & Famlly

Best wishes to the 2025 FOBANA
Convention organizers in ATLANTA

Best wishes to the 2025 FOBANA
Convention organizers in ATLANTA

g L
Shoeb Rahman, DC
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II == “The Best Doctor of the Year, 2006 "

[Coney Island Hospital, Emergency Department)
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SAYERA HAQUE, MD
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540 McDonald Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11218

(Bastwon Church Ave. & Ave )
Teain F* G, Bus B35, B LBGY

Please Make appointment before coming

(718) 633-5883, (718) 633-5800, (347) 715-7593 |

OIEhd Wi
Hospital Affation: Cany Island Hospital, Maimanides Mdical Center, Brookhyn Hospital Center

WEACCEPT MOST OF MAJOR INSURANCES
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MO DAY : 1lam - Gpm |
TUESDAY 12pm - 8pm
THURSDAY 1 12pm-8pm
FRIDWAY : Dlpm - S5pm
SATURDAY : 12pm- Bpm
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Best wishes for a successful
30th FOBANA Convention in Atlanta

SwaArPoON & SoNIA

Wishing the 39th FOBANA
Convention in Atlanta a grand

SUCCESS!

Iahid Khan & Moly Khan

Best Wishes for Atlanta
39th FOBANA Convention 2025

Zakir Chowdhury &
Beauty Chowdhury
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Md. Mahabub Reza Rahim
Chief Election Commissioner, FOBANA.
Chairperson (2006-2007)

FOBANA Executive Committee.
Convener, Bangamela 2019

Convener, 9th North America Bangla
Literature and Culture Convention.

u Best wishes and congratulations h
to 38th FOBANA Convention in Atlanta.
ey e
Rehan Reza, Saiya Reza
. Anika Reza, Ryan Reza )

155

Congratulations and Best Wishes
for 39th FOBANA Convention!

Dear Friends,

As we celebrate the remarkable
journey of FOBANA and gather
to mark the momentous
occasion of the 39th FOBANA
Convention, we take pride in our
role and proud to be a part of this esteemed organization.
Together, we strive to transform our community and create a
lasting impact, building a better society for all. May FOBANA's
legacy of excellence and pride continue to shine. Heartfelt
congratulations to the FOBANA family and the leaders for the
outstanding success of the 39th Convention 2025.

Masud Chowdhury
Chairman, FOBANA

President, Bangladesh Community Los Angeles

Best Wishes for Atlanta
39th FOBANA Convention 2025




Wishing the 39th FOBANA Convention
in Atlanta a grand SUCCESS!
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& &
Naushln Chowdhuny

Estaq Hossam
Shaharia Ahmed
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Wishing the FOBANA Convention a o B
huge success! Our best wishes for W l@ﬁl@@ WDL@ 39th ‘Febana
FOBANA 2025 in Atlanta Convention in Atlanta a grand
LA SUCCESS!

Badal Roy Mohammed Khaled Awal




/’/\'“‘x Retail & Wholesale Supplier of

Premium Body Otls, Arabian
TAJ

Fragrances, Natural/ Organic Skin
Care Essentials, DIY Projects,

Packaging, Aromatherapy,
Herbs, and much more!

LLXURY N EVERY FRAGRAMCE ———— —_—

ATLANTA : 107 Broad St Sw, Atlanta Ga 30303,

Phone : 404-688-4445, email : sharmin@tajperfumes.com
CHARLOTTE : 3124 Eastway DR Suite 620 Charlotte NC 28205,

Phone : 980 819-7463, email : ezaz.tajessentials@gmail.com




Shaj Boutiques
Style for the Whole Family!
Discover a stunning collection of

Desi & Asian fashion for women,
men and kids at Shaj Boutique!
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4108 Redan Rd, Stone Mountain, GA,
United States, Georgia, Email : youshajxus@gmail.com



We care about your health

Georgia Clinic, PC

Peachtree Corners: 6330, Primrose Hill Ct.

Norcross, GA 30092, Ph. 770-903-0120

: Dr. Naresh Parikh M.D, Dr. Ahmad Mirza
M.D., Leslie Knicely, RN, Elaheh

l¢:31

Cardiology
& GEORGIA Clinic PC

Lincolnton

GEORG1A ¢ e Kheirbakhsh, Suite - 101-102. Dr. Robert Williams h.D
e 5 111 S Washington Sirest,
; Ph. 770-903-0144, Fax: 770-903-0145 Lincolnton GA - 30817,
Proudly Nephrology : Dr. Nirav Parikh M.D, Suite - 106. Ph.708-358-1115.

7 & Fax: TOB-350-6365
Serving Patients Ph. 470-649-3900, Fax: 470-649-3901 o

Gr;?;?ﬁ;t?ﬁt;:::n o Primary Care : Dr. Tina Williams M.D., Suite - 103. Iﬁ-:-rlﬁg:l?ilnL‘:F'stel, NP
Ph. 770-903-0134, Fax: 770-903-0135. o

Region i

Snellville - 30078 GA,
Ph.770-579-0877.
Fax: 770-878-4553

Dr. Galina Vayner M.D., Dimitri Kodor,
NP, Ana Drobeniuc, PA Suite- 205-207.
Ph. 770-903-0191 Fax: 770-903-0169

Our Board Certified
Physicians Provides high
quality comprehensive

Lilburn

. . : : MNaomi Obligar N.P
\ Gt s Mok Radiology : Suite - 104. Ph. 770-903-0138 Fax: 770-903-0139 R Lamﬁmme s
5 Podiatry : Alena Gordon M.D., Suite- 205 Ste B, Lilcurn
each patient i . GA - 30047
needs g Rheumatologist : Dr. Ozlem Pala Ph 678.537-6838
o Fax: 470-265-4133

¢ Primary Care

¢ Cardiology
4 Nephrology
¢ Podiatry
¢ X-rays
¢ CT-Scan
4 Pain Management
# Diagnostic Center
# Nuclear Myocardial test
¢ Coronary Calcium Test
4 Coronary Ct Angiogram
4+ Onsite Pharmacy
# (Georgia Discount Pharmacy
4 Mammogram
+ Ultrasound
¢ Nerve Conduction
¢ Bone Density
# Echocardiogram
# Holter Monitor
4 Event Recorder
¢ Stress Test

& Laboratory

¢ Endocrinologist

Wound Care and Physical Therapy : Michael Gevontmalkher

HigH FIEID

~

10630, hl;ﬁarem Hwy, Roswell, GA 30076,

Ph. T00-649-8500, Fax: 770-649-8501

Website: www.georgiaclinic.com

Multidisciplinary
Care for the Whole Family

Office Locations
Pesler Road Lilburn

Dr. Gregory Smith, M.D
1851, Pesler Road,
Dunwoody - 30338,
Ph, 770-730-5800,

Fax: 770-9730-5803

Old Alabama

Dr. Agha Parikh M.D
Daniglle Oswald
Steghania Han, MNP,
3280.01d Alabama Rd,
Ste 100

Johnscreek - 30022 GA
Ph.770-645-1014

Fax: 770-645-0442

Decatur

Dr. Rhonda Ross M.C
2485 Columbia Drive,
Decatur - 30034,
Ph.404-534-8222.
Fax: 404-534-8083

Stata Bridge

Dr. Aakagh Gayal, DO
Dimple Kriplani

11378 State Bridge Rd,
Alpharetta - 30022,
Ph.770-772-4020,

Fax: 770-772-5170

Dr. Rac Chapala, DO
Biny George, NP
2855, Lawrencevillz Hwy,
Lawrenceville - 30044,
Ph.770-021-4811.
Fax: 770-921-7943

Johns Creek

Dr. FrCaniel Boyd M.D
Dr. Jiye Kim

115812, Jones Bridge Rd,
JohnsCreek - 30005,
Ph.B78-000-1831.

Fax: 878-980-1835

Mathis Airport PEWY
Dr. Sujatha Lingatlu M.D
3135, Mathss Airport Plwy,
Si2 w200, Suwanes - 30024,
Ph.7T0-BBE-7TT11,

Fax: T70-386-7698

Sugarloaf
Dr. Asha Parikh
Dr. Rac Chapala. DO

PR, Ble # 100,

Lawrenceville - 30044,
Ph.770-062-6443. Fax:
F70-862-8355

Tucksr

Dr. Onkar Kaur M.D
2382, Main Street,
Tucker - 30084,
Ph.770-938-1266. Fax:
T70-936-4093

Westend

Dr. Alan Cuchiam M.D
Sharon camphell NP,
1188, Ralph David
Abemathy Blvd,
Atlanta GA - 30310,
Ph.404.-755-8096.
Fax: 404-755-0520

Paachtres Parkway
Dr. Steven Moouston M.O
Cr. Asha Parikh M.D

5245, Peachtree Parkway,

Peachtrea

corners - 20082,
Ph_470-867-7075.
Fax: 470-575-1040

MNaorthlake Lavista
Dr. Ingrid Cecosta
Dr. Kavita Kotte, MD
4135 LaVista Road
Suite 800, Tucker,
GA - 20084,

Ph. 404-477-0400
Fax: 404-477-0401

Suwanee
Dr. Naresh Parikh M.D
Dr. Ahmad Mirza M.D

2685, Peachtrae Parkway,

Suwanes GA - 30024,
Ph.470-731-5654.
Fax: 470-731-B685

Clairmont 2718, Clairmont Rd ME,
ATLANTA - 30328 GA. (Coming Soon)

Wood Stock

Judith Rausch M.D
1000 Wyngate Parkway.
Ste 210, Wood Stock.
GA - 30189

Fh. 87E-384-7305

Fax: TT0-926-010%

Roswell

Dimple Kriplani N.P,
4343 Shallowford Road, Ste
720, Manetta GA - 20062
Ph. 770-377-0723

Fax: 470-412-5886

Park Central DECATUR
Rukben Alexander, PA
Anastasia Modo

Dr Gregory Smith

4357 Snapfinger woods Dr,
Decatur GA - 20035

Ph. 770-931-2008

Fax: 770-841-6302

Chambles

Dr. Bantwal Baliga, MD
Endaocrinologist

Chirag Shah, NP

1841, Chambles Tucker Rd,
Suite # 1-24,

CHAMBLEE GA - 30341
Ph. 878-325-6480

Fax: 678-325-6481

Norcross
Dilpreet Sahni
3945 Holcomb Bridge
Rd, Ste 202,
Peachtres Comers
34 - 30092
Ph.470-742-4672
Fax470-742-4878




ATLANTA FIRE
CRICKET CLUB

IGNITING THE FUTURE OF AMERICAN CRICKET

. Founded in 2018, Atlanta Fire Cricket has quickly
‘ l become one of the most electrifying and
B recognized forces in American cricket. Known for
& ] __ \ its professionalism, passion, and powerhouse
= : roster, Atlanta Fire has helped revolutionize and set
the standard for professional cricket in the United
States.

to—, =~
L -
w

Backed by visionary ownership, a dedicated
management team, and a dynamic mix of
international and local talent, Atlanta Fire ison a
mission to elevate the sport's domestic popularity
and proudly represent Atlanta as a premier cricket
destination nationwide.

More than just a team, Atlanta Fire is fostering
cricket's longterm development by nurturing talent,
expanding player opportunities, and building a
legacy that goes far beyond the boundary.

With a year-round playing calendar and consistent appearances at high-profile
events across the country, we are committed to providing visibility, opportunity,
and excellence — for players, fans, and sponsors alike.

€D ATLANTAFIRECRICKET.COM (O) ATLANTAFIRECRICKET @ ATLANTAFIRECRICKET




